January 2010

J.D. Porter Consulting

BUSINESS NON-PROFIT AND POLITICAL SERVICES

Libertarian Strategy I\/Ionthly

Herding Cats Since May 2009

Happy New Year!

Volume 2 | Issue 1 Friday, January 1, 2010

“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for mmow.” Albert Einstein

In This Issue:

Pages 2-3
Opinion

States Don’t Have Rights

Pages 3-4
Opinion

The Cost of Doing Business

Pages 4-6
Opinion
Local Organization

Page 7

Breaking News
Badnarik Hospitalized

Pages 7-9

News

LP The Liberty Penguin
Page 9

News
MA Senate Race

Page 9

News
Our America Initiative

Pages 10-11
Talking Points

Marijuana Legalization

Pages 11-12
LNC News

LNC Updates

Pages 14-15
Other

From The Archives

Privacy Alert:

Excerpted From The
ACLU

Okay, so no one is explicitly
calling for body cavity searches
for all airline travelers — yet. But
the logic of those pushing for
body scanners for all airline
passengers, and criticizing the
ACLU for opposing that, leads to
the inescapable conclusion that

these critics would support such g

policy. Consider:

1. When Richard Reid brought
explosives onto an airliner
hidden in his shoes, the
authorities made everyone
remove their shoes. When
security experts and other
critics pointed out that this
was "silly security,"
defenders argued that we
must put up with it in order
to block that particular kind
of plot.

Now that a disturbed person
has brought explosives onto
an airliner in his underwear,
panicked voices want the
TSA to essentially view
naked pictures of every
passenger who boards an
airline — that's up to 2.5
million people per day on
domestic flights alone.
When the ACLU and
members of Congress
object, critics cry that we
must abandon our personal
dignity and privacy in order
to block that particular kind
of plot.

To Read More Visit:

http://www.aclu.org
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Issue Brief:

Excerpted From The
Libertarian Party

Top 10 disasters of the 2009
Obama administration (in no
particular order):

1. Cash for Clunkers

2. War escalation in
Afghanistan

3. Giant government health
care expansion bill

4. Post office loses money
hand over fist

5. Stimulus package

6. Expansion of "state secrets
doctrine

7. Big increase in
unemployment

8. "Bailout" Geithner as
Treasury Secretary

9. Skyrocketing federal
spending

10. Huge federal deficits

Top 10 disasters of the 2001
2008 Bush administration:

1. Cash for Car Companies
2. War in Iraq

3. Giant Medicare expansion
bill

4. Post office loses money
hand over fist

5. Stimulus "rebate" checks
6. PATRIOT Act

7. Big increase in
unemployment

8. "Bailout" Paulson as
Treasury Secretary

9. Skyrocketing federal
spending

10. Huge federal deficits.
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Opinions of our guests do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of
Jake Porter, J.D. Porter Consulting,
or Libertarian Strategy Monthly.

States Don’t Have Rights!

By Jake Porter

N
[

I n my monthly

column, | have
tried to avoid
discussion of
political issues
and instead
focus on
political
strategy. This
issue, however,
is both a political issue and a strategic
issue.

States do not have rights over
individuals. You are born with
inalienable rights and the American
people, through the Constitution, have
granted government permission to use
force to protect those inalienable rights.
The belief in the inalienable rights of
individuals is what makes us libertarians
and not conservatives or liberals. Itis
what differentiates us from any other
political philosophy. It truly is our most
significant benefit to sell to the
American public. When libertarians and
Libertarian candidates talk about state’s
rights we are giving people the false
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impression that we believe that groups of
people can somehow vote away the
rights you are born with. By focusing on
“states rights” we are also destroying our
most significant benefit to sell to the
American people.

When America was founded, our
founders separated our nation from the
belief in the Divine Right of Kings
theory which proposed that God granted
all rights to the king and the king made
all the decisions. The founding fathers
held a belief that God grants rights
directly to the people and people grant
permission to the government to uphold
and protect those rights.

Of course, many of our founding fathers

did not believe black people were

J.D. Porter Consulting

NON-PROFIT AND POLITICAL SERVICES "‘

www.jakeporter.org

granted God given rights which brings

us to another topic. States rights, to
many people, means segregation. Do
states have rights to allow someone to
own another as property? Do states have
rights to force businesses to discriminate
against someone because of the color of
their skin? Of course not! On the other
hand, many supporters of states rights
historically were supporters of states
rights because they wanted to keep
slavery legal so they could rape, torture,
and abuse black men, women, and
children. Years later, the same argument
of states rights was used to defend the
segregation of white and black people.
Thankfully, today, most people realize
that blacks and whites can live together,
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work together, and even have children
together without any problems.

If states rights are not libertarian, go
against natural law, and were used to
defend segregation and even slavery
why do some libertarians insist on
talking about states rights? Don’t get me
wrong, | think the state governments
should have more power over more
issues than the federal government does;
however, the ninth amendment which
states that “The enumeration in the
Constitution, of certain rights, shall not
be construed to deny or disparage others
retained by the people” is just as
important as the tenth amendment which
states that “The powers not delegated to
the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States, are
reserved to the States respectively, or to
the people”. Please notice that the tenth
amendment says powers are reserved to
states. It says absolutely nothing about
states rights.

J.D. (Jake) Porter, a 2008 Business
Administration graduate, previously
served as lowa Coordinator for the 2008
Bob Barr Presidential campaign, and
worked as Business Manager for the
Saint Joseph Telegraph. Today, he is the
owner of J.D. Porter Consulting, and is
the Alternate to Region 6 of the
Libertarian National Committee.

“If you are on a date with a
libertarian woman and she tells
you that she is carrying
protection, she does not
necessarily mean latex

prophylactics.”

From The December 2006 Issue of Libertaria
In Action
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The Cost of Doing Business

By Scott Williamson

When | moved my family from

Michigan to Nashville three years ago
one of the decisions we had to make was
where we were going to live. We could
have chosen to live in the heart of the
action and moved to a loft in down town
Nashville. We chose to spend half as
much and move to a neighborhood. Sure,
when we go to see a ball game or attend
a play we have to fight traffic and drive
downtown. In the long run, by living
away from downtown we free up
thousands of dollars a year to spend on
other things.

Discuss Ways To Build The Libertarian Party

If you run a business or run a household
you know that we make economic
decisions daily. Often the issue is not
how much you spend; it is how you are
spending it. By spending money on one
thing you now have less to spend on
other things. This is a lesson Libertarians
have been trying to teach government for
years.

In order for the Libertarian Party to have
moral authority to teach this lesson it is
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imperative that we make sure as a party
we are wisely spending our own money.
Federal Election Commission December
report shows the LNC pay’s $10,928.89
a month for office space. To put this
into some perspective, a sustaining
member pays $25.00 annually for their
membership; it takes over 437 sustaining
members a month to pay the rent on our
Washington, D.C office. If you are a
sustaining member, it took you and
5,245 others to pay the rent on our
national office in 2009.

Just like that loft in Nashville, the
Watergate office puts us right in the
heart of the action. But, could this
money have been spent more wisely? If
the Ron Paul campaign taught us
anything, it has taught us that donors
care more about your web address then
they do your office address. The Milken
Institute publishes a “cost of doing
business” index every year. Recent
findings by the institute showed the
average cost of office rentals in all fifty
states and ranked the state of Virginia in
the exact middle. The average monthly
office rent in the State of Virginia is
$1.72 a square foot. The monthly cost of
our Washington, D.C. office is $4.00 per
square foot. If you were to move the
D.C. office into Virginia (which is

within driving distance to Washington
D.C.) the party could conceivable free
up close to $80,000 annually to spend on
other things.

The FEC December report also shows
the LNC spent a total of $0 on
candidates in 2009. Several states grant
automatic ballot access for the party if a
candidate for a state wide office obtains
a certain percentage of the vote. We can
lose an election and win a campaign.
When our state candidates gain a certain
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percentage, the national party is often
rewarded with ballot access for our
presidential candidate. What if the party
spends less on an office and more on our
candidates, on ballot access and
outreach? It is within the realm of
believability that by financially

supporting state wide candidates we
could end up spending less on ballot
access in some states. By having to
spending less on ballot access in some
states we could spend more on
candidate’s campaigns and ballot access
in other states. You can imagine how
this ripple effect could turn out.

| am not advocating moving the national
office into Virginia. In the electronic age
we live in, the national office could
conceivable be located anywhere. South
Dakota ranked the cheapest place to
have an office at a monthly rate of $1.15
a square foot. | am advocating a serious
look into the expensive cost of running
an office out of Washington, D.C. | am
advocating that we as a party look at
how we spend our money. Most
importantly | am advocating we spend
more on the real work of a political

party, outreach and campaigns, and less
on having an office in Washington D.C.

Local Organization -- The
National Committee's Role

By Dr. George Phillies
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Tasks for State

Committees
As | have previously said, | am
advancing a
strategy for the

Libertarian Party.

Part of the

proposed strategy

refers to what

your community

and state parties

are doing. Persuading your local group
and your state party to support the Local
Organization Strategy is up to you and
your friends. | can point the way, but
implementing the Strategy in your
community is in the end something you
must do for yourself.

However, part of the proposed strategy
refers to changes that need to be made
through the National Committee,
changes in emphasis, changes in
approach, and changes in objectives. If
you support the Local Organization
strategy, your help is needed to populate
the National Committee with dedicated
Libertarians who will support the
strategy. That is why | will be running

for office, and why the Clean Slate
Action Program Committee is looking

for fellow Libertarians to us in running

an adequate slate of candidates for other
party offices.

Now, back to state committees:

Tasks for State Committees

In a previous letter, | discussed activities
particularly appropriate for performance
by national groups. In addition to this
list, some activities such as incitement
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are appropriate for every Libertarian
group, as discussed separately.

In this letter, | consider activities most
appropriate for statewide Libertarian
groups.

A good state organization develops
resourcego support local groups and
candidates. A good state organization
develops expertise to help local groups
to develop their own people and
resources. A good state committee and
chair work primarily as facilitators and
motivators. A good state chair asks "how
can we help you?" And, indeed, why
should we spend our limited libertarian
dollars on a state organization that is not
supporting our Party's candidates
throughout the state?

Candidates come and go. State
committees usually persist. An important
state activity -- procedures depend on
state law in each state -- is fundraising
and fundraising support for local
candidates. In some states there are no
complications. In other states, the state
committee must incite its members to
form multiple PACs, each able to give
local candidates specific financial or
other support.

All but the smallest state organizations
can effectivelypublish two newsletters
The Activist Newsletter covers political
activities, petitioning deadlines,
background for key issues, and
campaigning methods -- information for
committed party workers. The State
Liberty News, priced to the bare bones,
targets prospective voters, inciting them
to Vote Libertarian! and take the first
small steps toward activism. In
Massachusetts, Liberty for
Massachusetts is performing precisely
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this task, deploying an activist
Newsletter for party activists and an
Informational Monthly Newsmagazine
for public outreach.

Our resources are limited. A key
guestion that we should ask of any
proposed state activity is "how does this
investment justify its expense?" This
issue shows up with every start-up firm.
All too many new firms fail because
they spend money on looking like a
successful firm rather than spending the
money on being a successful firm: They
begin operations by renting space and
hiring an office manager, without asking
how the square footage and the non-
manufacturing staff are contributing to
corporate earnings.

Correspondingly, as a state organization
gets larger and larger, at some point it is
no longer convenient to assemble
enough activists to perform some regular
tasks: Collating, stamping, and mailing
the state news letter becomes a major
operation. Membership renewals are a
large stack of mail every day. At some
point, it is more efficient to use a
professional mailing house. It becomes
efficient to hire a clerk-typist to enter the
membership renewals in the database.
Eventually there are multiple full time
clericals, database personnel,
webmasters, or whatever, more than the
state chair can monitor in his spare time,
and an office manager is needed.

[Aside: You can also imagine a situation
in which you have masses of members,
and almost no activists, so that the few
available activists cannot cope with
mailing the newsletter, opening mail, ...
because the activist-to-member ratio is
too low. This situation is an indicator
that you have spent too much time
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recruiting subscribers and too little time
inciting them to become activists.
Members create burdens as well as
benefits that must be balanced against
each other.]

In some statedallot accesss
substantially affected by the party's
major party status or lack thereof.
Depending on the state, party status is
fixed on a statewide basis, by
Congressional District, by County,... It
may be affected by voter Registration (in
the 28 states with voter Registration by
Party), or by vote totals in particular
elections. In most cases, manipulation of
the party's major party status -- as with a
voter registration drive -- is a burden for
the state party. You may want to run a
candidate for Governor. You may want
to make sure that no one runs for any
office above State Weigher of Cod. You
may want to recruit registered
Libertarian voters, if you can.

Regardless of the task, activists should
remember thathe party's paramount
objective is running candidates for

office. The purpose of seeking (or
avoiding) major party status is making it
easier to get candidates on the ballot and
to elect them to office, not to inflate the
egos of state committee membeétsep

the mission in mind, and policy

decisions will become clear.

January Calendar

Martin Luther King Jr., 1929
Massachusetts Special

Election for U.S. Senate
Jake Porter (LSM Publisher),
1988
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Breaking News:

Michael Badnarik
Hospitalized In Wisconsin

L ibertarian

Strategy

Monthly has

received several

reports that

2004 Libertarian Presidential nominee,
Michael Badnarik, was hospitalized in
Wisconsin after having a heart attack on
December 22nd. Please check
libertarianstrategymonthly.com for
updates.

Adopt LP The Liberty
Penguin

L P, the Liberty

Penguin, is the official
mascot of the following
state organizations:
Tennessee, North
Carolina, Utah, Hawaii,
Delaware and lowa.

Below is a sample resolution to adopt
LP, the Liberty

Free Libertarian Strategy Monthly
Subscription

Subscribe To The Libertarian Stratedy
Monthly For Free:

Visit:
http://libertarianstrategymonthly.com
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Penguin:

Whereas, Democrats claim the
donkey, an animal synonymous
with stubbornness, and;

Whereas, Republicans choose the
elephant, a beast more inclined to
trample our rights than protect
them, and;

Whereas, the Libertarian Party
adopted Lady Liberty, the
symbol of freedom, and;

Whereas, Lady Liberty has
become an immensely popular
corporate spokesperson, and;

Whereas, the Libertarian Party
needs a living mascot, a uniquely
original symbol that will
compliment Lady Liberty and
carry the torch proudly for those
who still yearn to breath free,
and;
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Whereas, Liberty is a cool idea
and penguin’s symbolize cool,
and,;

Whereas, Penguins are friendly
(they’re natural icebreakers) and
used to cold receptions, and,;

Whereas, Penguins are perfectly
adapted to their environment,
thriving on one of the planets
harshest continents, and,;

Whereas, the Penguins playful
antics are a picture of freedom,
and;

Whereas, “LP”, the Liberty
Penguin incorporates all these
ideals, and;

Whereas, “LP”, the Liberty
Penguin is a copyrighted design
that can only be used by
Libertarians, and,;

Whereas, “LP”, the Liberty
Penguin has the power to attract
attention and capture the hearts
of America

Therefore let it be known that the
Libertarian Party of

, adopts “LP”, The
Liberty Penguin, as its official
mascot.

The Creative Factory has the following
information on how to adopt LP.

Adopt "LP" as the official
mascot of your state or local
Libertarian Party. It's easy!
Contact us at
ann@thecreativefactory.com.
We'll print a resolution for your
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Ten ltems That

Supplement a Great
Campaign Website:

1. Professional Photo
of Candidate

2. Summary of
Community
Involvement and
Political Experience

3. Press page with
high-resolution photos,
press releases, and a
media kit

4. Volunteer form that
includes address, phon
and e-mail

5. Campaign logo in
the website header

6. Printable brochures

7. Opt-in campaign
newsletter

8. Online donations

9. List of Upcoming
Events

10. Short biography
and photos of campaig
staff
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state or local affiliate that you
can present at your next
convention or organization
meeting. After "LP" is adopted,
we'll send you a disk containing
"LP" art work, and an agreement
that gives your state or local
affiliate the right to use "LP" for
non-profit use including
letterheads, campaigns,
fundraising, and membership
drives. We can also provide "LP"
products at great quantity
discounts.

For more information, please visit:
http://www.thecreativefactory.com/Liber
typenguin/LibertyPenguin.html

Massachusetts
Sentate
Election To Be
Held On The
19th

\]oe Kennedy, the

Libertarian endorsed

candidate for the Massachusetts U.S.
Senate race, has been busy debating his
two opponents and appearing in many
media interviews. On January"3he
special election will be held to determine
who will be the next Massachusetts
Senator.

Johnson
Launches Our
America
Initiative

Former New
Mexico Governor,
Gary Johnson, has
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announced a 501c4 political advocacy
committee called the “Our American
Initiative” which has the following
mission statement:

OUR America Initiative seeks to
broaden the parameters of the
public policy debate of current
topics in the national arena. We
look to enlighten the population
about civil liberties, free
enterprise, limitedjovernment
and traditional American values.
It is our aim to increase the
amount of discussion and
involvement regarding all-
important issues.

Gary Johnson has been mentioned as a
potential candidate for President in 2012
possibly as either a Republican or as a
Libertarian. Becoming the Honorary
Chairman of “Our America” could be a
step to lay the groundwork for a

potential Presidential run. From the
website, it also appears that a book about
Johnson’s Seven Principles of Good
Government may be about to be released
which could be another possible step
towards launching a run for President.

Presidential campaign or not, the “Our
America Initiative” should work to bring
issues not frequently discussed by
politicians to the American public.

To visit Our America Initiative, please
visit: http://ouramericainitiative.com/

Photo CreditThis file is licensed under the
Creative Commons Attribution ShareAlike 3.0
License. “It was taken on October 20th, at Ron
Hill Imagery, in Salt Lake City, Utah. NSON
purchased the photo and thepyrightfrom Ron
Hill Imagery, on behalf of Governor Johnson.”
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Marijuana Legalization

What is the

premise for the

legalization of

marijuana? Could

you explain to us

why we should want

this drug legalized?

Also, what is the status on the
legalization front?

-Brandi Jo from Rusk County, Texas

That's a great question. The War on
Drugs has become an emotional issue for
many people, but let's try to look at the
problem rationally.

First, let's look at why drugs were
criminalized. Before 1914, marijuana,
heroin, and cocaine were available over
the counter at your local drug store.
Heroin was sold as a cough and cold
remedy. Cocaine was extremely popular
with athletes, especially baseball players,
and was sold as an energy-booster in
products like Coca-Cola.

At the turn of the century, the medical
community began to reach a concensus
that these drugs were addictive and
caused health and social problems for its
users. It was estimated that 1.3% of the
population was addicted to various drugs
in 1914 when the first drug prohibition
was approved.

In 1970, after nearly 56 years of drug
prohibition, 1.3% of the population was
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still addicted to drugs. The Federal
government became more involved,
spending $100 million that year in the
War on Drugs. In 2003, the Federal
government spent $70 Billion in the War
on Drugs. What was the result? 1.3% of
the population was still addicted, the
same number as 1914 when drugs were
legal.

What we have seen in the last 100 years
is that a certain element of our
population, roughly 1.3%, will become
drug addicts whether or not they are
legal, whether or not the drugs are
expensive, whether or not the users are
thrown into prison.

So what are the results of the War on
Drugs? In order to evade law
enforcement, the purity of drugs has
gone up. Deaths from overdose have
tripled since 1970. In 1914, legitimate
drug companies made profits. In 2009,
gangsters and terror groups like Al
Qaeda and Osama bin Laden make the
profits. Annually, there are almost 2
million arrests on drug-related offenses.
Each arrest creates economic and social
problems for the families, and renews
the addiction cycle for the next
generation.

We have a limited amount of police
resources. When those resources are
focused on drugs, other offenses can fall
through cracks in the system. Currently,
in the US, 40% of all murders, 60% of
all rapes and arsons, 75% of all
robberies, 46% of all assaults, and 83%
of property crimes are unsolved.
Unsolved!

So here's the question we all need to ask

ourselves. We spend $70 Billion per
year to put drug addicts and dealers in
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prison, with no noticeable results in the
overall addiction rate. Wouldn't it be
better to spend this money on solving
real crimes like murder, rape, arson,
robbery, assault, and theft?

Drug addiction is still a serious problem
for the users, their families, and society
as a whole. But we now know that
jailing offenders has not solved the
problem. We need to develop better
approaches. We need to focus on
addiction as a medical problem, not a
criminal matter. We need to help addicts
fight their disease, not toss them in jail.

Currently, marijuana use has shown
actual medical benefits for some people.
Many doctors agree that marijuana is not
physically addictive like heroin or
cocaine. The Federal government has
recently agreed to stop prosecuting cases
of medical marijuana use in the 13 states
like California where medical use is

legal.

For more information on ending the
Drug War, visit Law Enforcement
Against Prohibition at
http://www.leap.cc For more
information specifically about marijuana
legalization, visit the Marijuana Policy
Project at http://www.mpp.org/

Robert Butler is the Executive Director
of the Libertarian Party of Texas. He
studied at the George Washington
University in Washington DC and has 20
years of political experience. His new
book, 18 Steps to Win a Local Election,
will be released this month.
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Phillies Announces Run For
LNC Chair

L ibertarian activist George Phillies

has announced in an article first
published on Liberty For All that he is
running for LNC Chair.

Dr. Phillies is a former Chair of the
Libertarian Party of Massachusetts and
was a candidate for the Libertarian Party
Presidential nomination in 2008.

Dr. Phillies has previously run
unsuccessfully for Chair four times.

Results below are from OurCampaigns
and we have not been able to
independently verify 100% the accuracy
of the information:

2006

Bill Redpath | 184 63.89
Ernest 66 22.92
Hancock

George 26 9.03
Phillies

NOTA 10 3.47
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2004

Michael 435 76.05
Dixon

George 90 15.73
Phillies

Ernest 40 6.99
Hancock

NOTA 7 1.22
2002

Geoff 261 46.03
Neale

Eli Israel 178 31.39
George 123 21.69
Phillies

NOTA 5 0.88
2000

Jim Lark 353 63.38
George 152 27.29
Phillies

Gary 52 9.34
Copeland

Mark Hinkle, Region 2 Representative
of Libertarian National Committee has
also announced his decision to run for
LNC Chair while current Chair Bill
Redpath has announced he will not seek
a third term. (More information about
Redpath’s announcement in the next
article)

December LNC Meeting Held
In Nashville
Redpath Will Not Seek Third Term

This article could possibly more

accurately be titled “Behind Closed
Doors” to reflect the large amount of
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time spent in Executive Session at the
last LNC

meeting

held

December

5" and &

at

Nashville,

Tennessee.

“And when we get behind closed

......... Oh, no one knows what
goes on behind closed doors.”
Charlie Rich, Behind Closed
Doors

Anyway, the LNC did approve a budget,
(a budget that only Rachel Hawkridge,
Lee Wrights, and Jake Porter voted
against) established a committee to assist
state organizations, and adopted a few of
Dr. Lark’s goals that he had been trying
to get the LNC to adopt since early in

this LNC term. Additionally, the

factional fighting appears to have died
down since the St. Louis meeting back in
July.

Bill Redpath announced, during the LNC
meeting, that he would not seek a third
term as LNC Chair, but may run another
position on the LNC which many
insiders believe would most likely be an
At-Large position.

It Is 2010 And Noah Lives In
The United & States

I his article is from,

| believe, another e-mail
| received in 2005. If
anyone knows who the
author is please let me

)
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know. Only the year has been updated
in this issue of Libertarian Strategy
Monthly.

It is the year 2010 and Noah lives
in the United States.

The Lord speaks to Noah and
says: "In one year | am going to
make it rain and cover the whole
earth with water until all is
destroyed.

But | want you to save the
righteous people and two of
every kind of living thing on the
earth.

Therefore, | am commanding you
to build an Ark."

In a flash of lightning, God
delivered the specifications for
an Ark.

Fearful and trembling, Noah took
the plans and agreed to build the
Ark.

"Remember,"” said the Lord,
"You must complete the Ark and
bring everything aboard in one
year."

Exactly one year later, a fierce
storm cloud covered the earth
and all the seas of the earth went
into a tumult.

The Lord saw Noah sitting in his
front yard weeping.

"Noah." He shouted, "Where is
the Ark?"

"Lord please forgive me!" cried
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Noah. "I did my best, but there
were big problems. First, | had to
get a permit for construction and
your plans did not comply with
the codes. | had to hire an
engineering firm and redraw the
plans.

Then | got into a fight with
OSHA over whether or not the
Ark needed a fire sprinkler
system and floatation devices.

Then my neighbor objected,
claiming | was violating zoning
ordinances by building the Ark in
my front yard, so | had to get a
variance from the city planning
commission.

| had problems getting enough
wood for the Ark, because there
was a ban on cutting trees to
protect the Spotted Owl.

| finally convinced the U.S.
Forest Service that | needed the
wood to save the owls. However,
the Fish and Wildlife Service
won't let me catch any owls. So,
no owls.

The carpenters formed a union
and went out on strike. | had to
negotiate a settlement with the
National Labor Union. Now |
have 16 carpenters on the Ark,
but still no owls.

When | started rounding up the
other animals, | got sued by an
animal rights group. They
objected to me only taking two of
each kind aboard.

Just when | got the suit
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dismissed, the EPA notified me
that | could not complete the Ark
without filing an environmental
impact statement on your
proposed flood. They didn't take
very kindly to the idea that they
had no jurisdiction over the
conduct of the Creator of the
universe.

Then the Army Corps of
Engineers demanded a map of
the proposed new flood plain. |
sent them a globe.

Right now, | am trying to resolve
a complaint filed with the Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission that | am practicing
discrimination by not taking
godless, unbelieving people
aboard!

The IRS has seized all my assets,
claiming that I'm building the

Ark in preparation to flee the
country to avoid paying taxes.

| just got a notice from the state
that | owe some kind of user tax
and failed to register the Ark as a
recreational water craft."

Finally the ACLU got the courts
to issue an injunction against
further construction of the Ark,
saying that since God is flooding
the earth, it is a religious event,
therefore unconstitutional.

| really don't think | can finish
the Ark for another 5 or 6 years!"
Noah wailed.

The sky began to clear, the sun

began to shine and the seas began
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to calm.

A rainbow arched across the sky.
Noah looked up hopefully.

"You mean you are not going to
destroy the earth, Lord?"

"No," said the Lord sadly. . ."The
government already has."

From the Archives

N\

Excerpts taken from a
2004 Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Article

(1
Straying From The Herd: Barr

The Contrarian Says He’s Going
Libertarian

October 22, 2004

By Tom Baxter and
Jim Galloway

Defeat alters

a politician.

Some

become

permanent

reservoirs of

anger.

Others

simply crumple in the face of
wholesale rejection.

Bob Barr adapted. He became
more interesting.
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Perhaps you saw last night’s
airing of the Atlanta Press
Club/WPBA-TV debate on the
proposed amendment to ban
same-sex unions. Barr was one of
six panelists and the only one to
upset audience expectations. The
man who nearly chased Bill
Clinton out of the White House
declared Georgia’s gay-marriage
amendment to be so poorly
drafted that it should be kicked

The former federal prosecutor is
as conservative as ever. But no
longer does he feel obliged to
carry Republican water. Gay
marriage is one bucket he’s
declined an issue of “no
urgency,” he says. And George
W. Bush is another.

He won't vote for Bush. But he
won't vote for John Kerry, either.
“I have serious questions about
both presidential candidates,” he
said.

Does that mean he’s voting
Libertarian?

“Yep,” Barr said Thursday. That
would be Michael
Badnarik...............ocoeeei.

In the final weeks of the
campaign, Bush the Rancher has
been roping in the hard
conservatives who have strayed
over issues such as the deficit,
the Patriot Act, even the war in
Irag. On Tuesday, Pat Buchanan
gave his blessing, however
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unenthusiastic, to

The Patriot Act isn’t Barr’s sole
disagreement with the Bush
administration. But it's the most
emblematic. “Conservatives of
all people ought to stand up for
the belief that there needs to be
limits on executive power. [The
Bush administration] says that
terror trumps everything. To me,
nothing should trump the Bill of
Rights.”

Barr doesn't like the way the
Patriot Act whittles away at the
“probable cause” standard that
justifies government snooping on
citizens. He doesn't like the
circumventing of judges via
“administrative subpoenas.”

This last point is where Barr
admits a link between the fight
over gay marriage and the Patriot
Act. Republicans assert the need
for a constitutional ban on gay
marriage with cries of “activist
judges.” And Barr admits he’s
seen more than a few of that
kind. But to demand that judges
should be subservient to a
legislature or an executive “on
everything” is just as dangerous,
he said.
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